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wards in those of Al-Rashid, but failed to conquer it.
It was conquered by one of those naval adventurous
bands of which we have already spoken. It was com-
posed of Andalusian Arabs who revolted against Al-
Hakam al-Muntasir, Emir of Andalusia, together with
the people of Cordova in 198 A.H. (815 A.D.). Al-
Hakani defeated the insurgents and dispersed them and
ordered their houses to be demolished or burnt. Their
remnant fled to various countries, some to Al-Maghrib
(Mauritania) but most of them to Egypt in a number
of ships ; they disembarked in Alexandria and took
part in the civil war which was raging in Egypt at that
time. They then captured Alexandria and used it as a
base for their plundering raids on the islands of the
Archipelago. When Abdulla ibn Tahir, Al-Mamun's
general, came to Egypt to crush the revolution, the
Andalusians were forced to evacuate Alexandria (212
A-H., 827 A.D.). Some of them had, a few years before,
invaded Crete, occupied a part of it and established
themselves there; the Andalusians decided to join
them and conquer the island whose wealth and fertility
were already known to them.
This daring band, composed of about ten thousand
men, sailed from Alexandria in about forty ships, com-
manded by a brave and intrepid sailor, Abu Omar Hafs
ibn Isa al-Andalusi, known by the name of Cretan or
Al-Balluti (the Byzantine version calls him Abu Chaps)
and anchored at the shores of Crete about the end of
212A.H. (827 AJD.). When the Muslims stormed
the island, the Byzantine garrison fled, and the fright-
ened inhabitants showed but little resistance. The
Byzantine government was unable to send reinforce-
ments to the island, the Emperor Michael II being
busy crushing an internal insurrection. According to
Byzantine historians when Abu Hafs landed in the
island he ordered the ships to be burnt and when his
troops protested, he addressed them in the following
words: " What do you complain of ? I have brought